
The following memorandum is sent on behalf of Gordon T. Alston, Deputy Director for 
Financial Management: 
 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Wendy M. Payne, Executive Director 
Federal Accounting Standards Advisory Board 

 
FROM: Gordon T. Alston 

Deputy Director for Financial Management 
Department of Commerce 

 
DATE:         July 14, 2009 
 
SUBJECT: Department of Commerce Response to Exposure Draft of 

Technical Bulletin 2009-1; Deferral of the Effective Date 
of Technical Bulletin 2009-1, Recognition and 
Measurement of Asbestos-Related Cleanup Costs 

 
The Department of Commerce has reviewed the Exposure Draft for Technical Bulletin 2009-1.  
In response to the question for respondents, we fully agree with the proposed two-year deferral 
of Technical Bulletin 2006-1, primarily because of a) the high degree of complexity of the 
technical requirements to implement the Technical Bulletin; and b) the potential widespread 
applicability of Technical Bulletin 2006-1 to the Department.  We believe that these two 
significant issues to the Department of Commerce are also applicable to several other federal 
agencies, and justify a two-year deferral of the effective date of implementation of Technical 
Bulletin 2006-1. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at (202) 482-1207 or galston@doc.gov, or Bruce 
Henshel at (202) 482-0646 or bhenshel@doc.gov. 
 
Thank you. 
 
cc:        Diane Marston 

Tony Akande 
Bruce Henshel 

 

La Toya Wilhite 

Office of Financial Management 

U.S. Department of Commerce 
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